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Annual  Report  of  the  Officer  of  Health 

For  1896. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bollington  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentleaien, 

In  the  general  arrangement  of  this  Report  for  the  year  1896  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  alter  somewhat  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  in 
former  years,  chietiy  on  account  of  the  change  effected  through  the  division  of 
your  district  into  wards.  The  year  has  been  a fairly  healthy  one,  as  evidenced 
by  the  small  number  of  deaths  amongst  the  inhabitants— 58  as  compared  with 
83  in  1895 — and  by  the  absence  of  any  marked  wave  of  epidemic  disease.  The 
weather  too  was  on  the  whole  favourable,  being  tine  ami  mild  during  the  first 
iiuarter,  then  dry,  with  a considerable  amount  of  sunshine  up  to  the  end  of 
August,  afterwards  becoming  wet  and  damp  almost  to  the  close  of  the  year. 
But,  unfortunately,  this  long-continued  dry  weather  of  the  spring  and  summer 
months  so  greatly  diminished  the  flow  of  water  from  the  springs  on  the  land 
acquired  by  your  Council  for  water-works,  as  to  occasion  the  Water  Committee 
no  little  an.xiety  with  regard  to  ffie  ultimate  success  of  the  scheme. 

During  the  year  1896,  the  births  of  49  males,  and  47  females  (together  96) 
have  been  registered  in  your  district,  giving  a birth-rate  of  24‘5  per  thousand 
as  against  a birth-rate  of  ‘21'7  per  thousand  in  1895.  During  the  same  period 
the  deaths  from  all  causes  of  58  persons  (31  males  and  27  females)  were  registered, 
showing  a general  death-rate  of  14’8  per  thousand  as  compared  with  a general 
death-rate  of  21  '2  per  thousand  in  the  previous  year.  The  58  deaths  registered 
in  1896  included  14  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  being  equal  to  air  infantilq 
mortality-rate  of  145  per  thousand  births  registered  This  excessively  high 
infantile  death-rate,  which  has  been  going  on  for  several  years  past,  is  far  from 
satisfactory,  and  needs  special  notice.  The  58  deaths  also  included  14  of 
persons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards,  of  whom  3 had  exceeded  the  allotted 
span  of  four-score  years.  Of  the  58  deaths  in  the  district,  8 were  attributed  to 
zymotic  disease,  viz.  : — to  whooping-cough  5,  to  continued  fever,  puerperal 
fever,  and  .scarlet  fever,  1 each — the  whole  corresponding  to  a rate  of  1'7  per 
thousand,  which  is  the  same  as  in  the  last  two  years.  The  58  deaths  also 
included  15  which  were  refeired  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  including 
phthisis,  9 to  senile  decay,  7 to  heart  disease,  2 to  cancer,  and  1 to  each  of  the 
follow  ing  diseases  : — alcoholism,  aneurism,  cerebral  hmmorrhage,  and  diabetes. 

Notification  of  Infectiou.s  Disease. — There  were  33  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  year,  against  20  in  1895,  viz.  21  scarlatina,  8 
typhoid  or  enteric  fever,  2 eyrsipelas,  1 continued  fever,  and  1 puerperal  fever. 
Of  these  notified  cases  3 died.  All  the  33  patients  being  medically  attended  at 
their  own  homes,  as  there  is  no  isolation  hospital  at  present  available  either 
within  the  district  or  immediate  neighbourhood.  It  will  be  seen  that  there 
were  no  cases  of  small-po.x,  diphtheria,  or  croup  reported,  although  diphtheria 
is  said  to  have  been  somewhat  prevalent  in  the  vicinity.  With  regard  to  some 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  such  as  enteric  fever  and  diphtheria,  it  should  be 
known  that  considerable  ditticulty  is  sometimes  experienced  in  determining 
their  true  nature,  when  much  valuable  time  is  consequently  lost  before  notifi- 
cation becomes  possible,  and  that  during  this  uncertain  stage  the  infection 
often  spreads.  To  obviate  this  I see  that  in  Manchester  arrangements  have 
been  made  at  Owens  College,  for  the  bacteriological  investigation  of  disease. 
For  instance,  in  a iloubtfu!  or  suspected  case  say  of  diphtheria,  materials  may 
be  sent  to  the  bacteriological  laboratory  for  examination,  thus  enabling  a 
correct  diagnosis  to  be  made  at  once.  The  question  arises  whether  under 
similar  circumstances  it  might  not  be  advisable  for  your  Council  to  adopt  some 
such  system. 
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Scarlatina.— Of  the  21  cases  of  scarlet-fever  reported  during  the  year,  9 
were  in  the  East  Ward,  3 in  Central,  and  9 in  West  Ward,  sho^v^ng  that  the 
disease  was  evenly  scattered  in  different  parts  of  the  district.  In  most  of  the 
infected  houses  there  was  only  one  case,  in  two  instances  there  were  two  cases 
in  the  same  house,  and  in  a cottage  in  Shrigley  Road,  having  only  three  bed- 
rooms, and  occupied  by  a large  family,  4 cases  were  found.  One  of  these  four 
was  a pupil  teacher  from  a national  school  in  the  district.  Another  of  the 
adult  patients,  a female,  seen  in  Palmerston  Street  in  July,  was  also  a pupil 
teacher  in  the  same  .school.  The  two  remaining  adult  cases  were  mill  operatives. 
With  these  exceptions  the  scarlet-fever  cases  were  all  children.  All  the  patients 
recovered  except  one,  that  of  a little  girl  aged  five  years,  in  Adlington  Road, 
who  died  on  the  19th  of  November.  It  should  be  stated  that  cases  of  this 
disease  were  notified  during  every  month  in  the  year  except  May  and  June. 
We  could  not  trace  the  source  of  infection  in  many  of  the  cases,  while  in  others 
it  seemed  to  have  been  imported  from  outside — those  children,  for  instance,  in 
the  W est  Ward  for  the  most  part  had  been  attending  school  in  the  adjoining 
rural  district.  It  is  almo.st  impossible,  in  the  absence  of  an  infectious  hospital, 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  scarlet  fever,  especially  when  it  occurs  amongst 
working  people  living  in  small  houses  having  but  one  or  two  bedrooms.  More- 
over, in  the  majority  of  these  cases,  the  same  person — often  the  child’s  mother  — 
is  obliged  of  neces.sity  to  do  the  sick  nursing  in  addition  to  her  other  domestic 
duties.  Further,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  those  attacked  by  scarlet 
fever  were  either  school  children  or  in  some  way  connected  with  schools,  there- 
fore, in  our  efforts  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disea.se,  it  became  necessary  in  the 
first  place  that  a strict  watch  should  be  kept  over  the  schools  in  the  district. 
For  this  purpose  notices  were  at  once  sent  to  those  schools  attended  by  children 
from  infected  households.  Similar  notices  were  sent  to  the  mills  or  other  places 
of  work.  Disinfectants  were  also  freely  distributed,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
all  infected  premises  and  clothing  sulphured. 

Typhoid  and  Continued  Fever.— Nine  cases  were  reported,  of  which  8 were 
in  East  Ward  and  1 in  Central  Ward.  In  the  ca.se  of  continued  fever  reported 
in  the  Central  Ward,  the  patient  was  the  wife  of  a very  poor  man  residing  in 
Oldham  Street,  and  though  notified  as  fever,  was  certainly  not  a very  clear  or 
typical  case.  It  proved  fatal  on  the  11th  of  February.  The  source  of  infection 
(if  any)  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  next  case  of  typhoid  fever  appeared  in 
Shrigley  Road,  in  March  ; the  patient,  a young  woman,  was  a hat  trimmer,  who 
had  been  lodging  in  an  adjoining  district,  and  came  home  ill  with  symptoms  of 
fever.  The  infection  afterwards  extended  to  a sister,  a child  of  6 years,  who 
lived  in  the  same  house.  Both  patients  recovered  and  there  was  no  further 
extension.  The  fourth  case,  also  in  March,  occurred  in  a row  of  cottages  in 
Ingersley  Road,  the  patient,  again,  being  a young  woman  employed  in  a mill, 
who  having  contracted  typhoid  or  enteric  fever  had  it  very  badly,  bnt  eventu- 
ally recovered  after  a long  and  trying  illness.  This  case  was  not  in  any  way 
associated  with  the  former  ones,  and  I think  was  caused  by  the  use  of  water 
which  had  become  polluted  by  sewage. 

The  next  typhoid  fever  cases,  four  in  number,  were  reported  to  your  Council 
simultaneously  on  the  19th  of  August.  The  patients  were  members  of  one 
family  (mother  and  three  children)  residing  in  a honse  well  situated  and  open  to 
the  surrounding  country,  on  the  top  of  Shrigley  Road.  I attribute  their  case  to 
foul  exhalations  arising  from  defective  drains  both  inside  and  outside  the  pre- 
mises. The  cellar  especially  was  in  a filthy  state,  having  direct  communication 
with  a common  sewer.  Ail  these  patients  recovered,  and  there  was  no  exten- 
sion. The  ninth  and  last  case  of  typhoid  fever  also  occnrred  in  Shrigley  Road 
in  September,  in  a detached  cottage  a little  lower  down  the  hill  than  the  pre- 
ceding. These  jrremises  were  also  found  to  be  in  arr  insanitary  condition,  with 
direct  drain  communication,  besides  the  house  being  decidedly  overcrowded. 
Moreover,  this  patient,  a boy  of  13,  was  employed  during  the  day  at  a provision 
shop  situate  in  the  Central  Ward,  and  bnilt  on  the  banks  of  a sewage-polluted 
brook,  to  which  further  reference  will  be  made.  Here  there  Avas  evidently  a 
combination  of  causes  .snllicient  to  account  for  the  outbreak. 

ERy.siPELAS. — A case  of  this  disease  was  notified  in  the  West  Ward  in  Feb- 
ruary, and  one  in  the  Central  Ward  in  July.  They  Avere  not  of  a serious 
nature,  and  do  not  call  for  any  special  notice. 
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I’UKRrUKAL  l''i':vKK. — A fatal  case  of  this  higlily-conta"ious  disease  occuried 
ill  West  Ward  in  February.  The  patient  had  been  attended  in  lier  conlinenient 
by  a midwife,  and  I understand  that  when  medical  aid  was  obtained  it  was  too 
late  to  be  of  service.  Stejis  were  taken  to  prevent  its  extension  among  other 
lying-in  women.  This  is  a form  of  blood  poisoning  of  such  a preventable  nature 
as  ought  seldom  to  be  heard  of  in  the  present  day. 

Whooping-cough Five  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease  between 

the  28th  of  May  and  the  20th  of  July,  4 being  in  tlie  East  Ward  and  1 in 
Central  Ward  ; they  were  all  children  and  in  three  of  the  cases  pneumonia,  or 
some  other  form  of  chest  complication,  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death.  The 
number  of  patients  who  suflered  from  whooping-cough  is  not  known,  as  this 
disease  is  not  required  to  be  notilied,  but  must  have  been  very  large,  as  fresh 
cases  weieseen  cropping  up  from  time  to  time  during  a considerable  period. 

Tliis  concludes  a brief  history  of  all  the  new  cases  of  infectious  diseaises  met 
with  in  the  Bollington  Urban  District  during  tbe  year  1S9G.  Though  on  the 
whole  they  would  seem  to  have  been  impartially  distributed,  yet  one  or  two 
places  have  undoubtedly  received  more  than  their  proper  share.  Take  Shrigley 
Road  for  example,  where  scarlet  fever  and  typhohl  have  been  so  j^irevalent. 
This  was  aptly  illustrated  by  your  chairman,  a short  time  ago,  in  his  analysis 
of  the  returns  of  infectious  sickness  observed  in  the  district  during  the  past 
six  years,  which  shows  very  clearly  that  Shrigley  Road,  Lord  Street,  and 
Prince.ss  Street  are  well  de.serving  of  those  prominent  black  spots  delineated  on 
Mr.  King’s  map.  It  may  be  asked,  bow  it  is — are  not  these  streets  properly 
drained  ? Moreover,  they  are  wide  and  open  to  the  country,  and  are  situated  in 
the  highest  parts  of  the  district.  True,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is 
above  30  years  since  these  sewers  and  drains  were  constructed,  that  they  may 
have  fallen  into  disrepair,  or  become  more  or  less  blocked  by  sedimentary 
deposit,  and  worse  than  all  that  they  are  never  Hushed  excepting  by  rainfall — 
one  remedy  then,  I think,  would  be  to  purchase  a portable  water  tank,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  Hush  out  these  sewers,  say  at  least  every  month,  or  even  oftener  in 
the  summer,  and  besides  this,  it  would  be  well  to  place  a few  sewer  ventilators 
in  suitable  places.  Further,  Avith  regard  to  the  several  brook  courses  into 
which  all  the  drains  of  by-gone  days  were  permitted  to  empty,  it  goes  without 
saying,  that  these  should  be  kept  properly  cleansed— especially  is  this  necessary 
at  the  bridges  in  Shrigley  Road,  Lord  Street,  Palmerston  Street,  and  High 
Street,  respectively.  In  a Report  presented  to  the  old  Local  Board,  for  the 
year  1883,  it  will  be  found  that  this  question  had  a place  amongst  other  require- 
ments that  were  then  thought  to  be  nece.ssary.  Though  13  years  have  gone  by 
since  that  time,  it  may  not  be  ami.ss,  if  a complete  list  of  the  several  recommen- 
dations, ten  in  number,  contained  in  that  report  be  now  reproduced,  presuming, 
of  course,  that  some  of  the  sanitary  measures  then  enumerated  have  meanwhile 
been  attended  to.  It  i-an  as  folloAvs  : — 

(1)  Providing  the  district  with  proper  water  supply. 

(2)  Providing  the  district  with  cottage  hospital  for  infectious  cases. 

(3)  Providing  the  district  with  a disinfecting  apparatus. 

(4)  Providing  a place  for  temporary  storage  of  nightsoil,  &c. , &c. 

(5)  Periodical  emptying  of  ashpits  and  scavenging  by  local  authority. 

(6)  Providing  a cemetery  for  district. 

(7)  Improvements  in  drainage,  with  extension  of  same. 

(8)  Cleansing  bed  of  river  and  brook  courses. 

(9)  Providing  better  .school  accommodation. 

(10)  Revision  of  byelaws. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I feel  that  a good  deal  remains  to  be  done  by  your 
authority,  whereby  to  improve  the  health  or  prolong  the  lives  of  the  inhabit- 
ants ; at  the  same  time  it  is  evident  that  quite  as  much  depends  upon  the  people 
themselves  in  the  way  of  temperance,  cleanliness,  and  a careful  study  of  the 
laws  of  health. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  ALLEN,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


l*'rom  the  28th  December,  1895,  to  25th  December,  1896,  the  Total  Number  of  Deaths  in  the  District  from 

all  causes  in  the  Homes  of  the  People  was  58. 
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DETAILS  OF  DEATH — Continued. 
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TO  THE  UBBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCILLORH 
OF  BOLLINGTON. 


Bollington,  Februaiy  15,  1897. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  your  Council  my  seventh  annual  report  for  the 
year  1896. 

I have  visited  and  carefully  examined  all  premises  where  infectious  sickness 
was  known  to  exist,  as  soon  as  reported  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
There  Avere  33  cases  of  infectious  sickness  met  with  in  the  Avhole  of  the  district 
during  the  year.  I also  supplied  tbe  different  families  with  disinfectants,  and 
if  the  illness  lasted  any  length  of  ti  .'e,  those  were  renewed  as  often  as  required, 
and  when  the  sickness  had  ended,  and  it  was  deenied  right  to  do  .so,  I fumigated 
the  infected  rooms  with  sulphur,  besides  seeing  that  they  had  a general  good 
cleaning,  some  being  lime-Avashed.  I also  gave  notice  either  verbally  or  in 
Avriting,  to  the  schools,  mills,  and  other  places  of  Avork  attended  by  those  from 
infected  houses. 

Further,  I have  visited  and  reported  to  your  authority,  34  distinct  premises 
Avhere  nuisances  had  been  discovered,  such  as  defective  drainage,  Ikc. , and  these 
have  all  been  remedied,  or  a promise  made  that  they  shall  be  altered  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I have  supervised  the  emptying  of  ashpits  and  removal  of  nightsoil — 
the  number  of  loads  of  such  refuse,  taken  aAvay  by  neighbouring  farmers,  Avas 
512,  as  against  448,  in  189.').  The  number  of  loads  removed  by  Air.  Challener 
Avas  33,  as  compared  Avith  79,  in  1895.  I saAv  that  the  Avork  Avas  done  as 
expeditiously  as  possible,  and  that  carbolic  poAvder  Avas  sprinkled  about  freely 
at  the  time. 

I have  inspected  the  dairies,  and  milk  dealers’  places,  and  found  them  clean 
and  satisfactory. 

I have  inspected  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and  canal  boats,  and 
found  them  also  clean  and  in  fairly  good  order. 


I am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  ALLEX, 

Nuisance  Inspector. 


